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[ Abstract )

The increase in non—voting elections in the municipal assembly elections
and Provincial Council Reform in Japan

Ha, Sehun

In the parliamentary elections of municipalities, which are rural areas in Japan, the
number of non-voting elections is rapidly increasing. A large number of non-voting
elections can threaten the existence of the parliamentary system and undermine the basis
of representative democracy. Correspondingly, internal reforms of the National Assembly,
which are trying to urge residents to run for office and lead them to competitive
elections, are also increasing. In this thesis, we studied the contents and results of the
reform, and the implications for Korea, taking a specific parliament facing a no-vote
situation as an example.

The Urahoro Council, which experienced an unprecedented situation of insufficient quota
in the 18th local elections, attempted reforms to increase the interest of the residents in
the assembly and to increase the attractiveness of the parliamentary position in order to
secure candidates. Specifically, for the former, the ‘Café Congress in Village’ and ‘Visit
to Village by Parliament’ projects were implemented, and the latter led to a drastic
increase in the remuneration of members. As a result of the reform, in the 19th local
elections, more than three candidates appeared in the quota.

In order for these achievements to continue without ending with a temporary one, it
seems that new reforms should be promoted to improve the sense of community among
residents and to discover women and young politicians to prepare, in addition to the
existing reform attempts. Even in rural areas in Korea, which are concerned about the
future local extinction, there may be difficulties in securing candidates for elections for
local council members. In this respect, it is thought that the reform of the Japanese

municipal assembly will have many implications for the local assembly in Korea.
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