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[ Abstract )

The 228 Movement for Democracy and the Traces of the Post—Cold War

Ahn, Do Hun

This study tried to identify the connection between the 2:28 Movement for Democracy
and post-Cold War, focusing on the school magazines left by high school students who
participated in the 2:28 Movement for Democracy and their activities during the April
Revolution. The results of the study are as follows. First, high school students who
participated in the 2-:28 Movement for Democracy took a critical attitude toward the
United States. If students were trapped in Cold War logic, it would have been difficult to
criticize the United States, the central country of Free World. However, students affected
by the post-Cold War took a critical attitude toward the U.S. in relation to the Korean
War, the division of South and North Korea, and the Korea-U.S. Economic Agreement.
Second, high school students who participated in the 2:28 Movement for Democracy had
a national and peaceful view of North Korea and the reunification of North and South
Korea. Within the Cold War logic, it would be hard to see North Korea as the same
nation and would have recognized it as an enemy to be eradicated. However, students
broke away from the Cold War logic and recognized North Korea as the same nation and
recognized it as a subject of peaceful reunification. Third, high school students who
participated in the 2:28 Movement for Democracy had a humanitarian perspective on the
Korean War. If they had not escaped from the Cold War logic, it would have been
difficult to have a negative perception of the Korean War and humanitarian perspective on
the tragedy of the war. However, students showed an attitude of accepting the post-Cold
War consciousness by revealing the misery of war and showing a negative attitude toward

the use of weapons.
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