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[ Abstract )

Perception and Practices of High School Students
in the Daegu Area during the April Revolution Period

Byung Deok Choi

This paper examines the perception and political-social practices of high school students
in the Daegu area during the April Revolution period. The high school students in the
Daegu region during the April Revolution period not only spontaneously initiated the 2-28
Movement for democracy but also took a leading role in the consequent 4:19 Revolution
that followed its lead. Furthermore, they actively contributed as key participants in the
April Revolution period, working towards the realization of democracy and progressive
societal reform.

At that time, the high school students in the Daegu area shared a common understanding
that democracy needed to be realized. They also showed significant interest in rural and
economic issues, analyzing their causes and seeking solutions. Moreover, they recognized
that national unification was a prerequisite for overcoming the backwardness of Korean
society and achieving economic self-sufficiency.

During the early stages of the April Revolution, the high school students in the Daegu
area took a leading role by initiating the 2-28 Movement for democracy, which contributed
to the fracture of Syngman Rhee's anti-communist authoritarian regime. When the 4-19
Revolution occurred, they collaborated with university students and played a significant
role in demanding the resignation of the Syngman Rhee government. In the growth phase
of the April Revolution, they engaged in various activities in line with the nationwide
movement to solidify the revolution. Key activities undertaken by the high school students
in the Daegu area included the democratization of private academies and political reform
movements. Even during the later stages of the April Revolution, they remained central

forces in social movements, supporting the legalization of the teachers' union, advocating
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for the return of school buildings used by the U.S. military, opposing the ratification of
the U.S.-Korea Economic Agreement, engaging in autonomy movements, and participating
in the most significant issues of the April Revolution period such as the reunification

movement and the struggle against two oppressive laws.

Key Words : High school students, Daegu, April Revolution, Perception and Practices, The

2-28 Movement for Democracy
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