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[ Abstract )

Through the Perspective Theory Veto player Defense Reform:
A Comparison Study on the Roh, Moo—hyun and Lee,
Myoung—bak Administrations of Defense Reform

Jeon, Sehoon - Park, Yeongjin

This study attempted to prove that congress plays an important role in the success or
failure of defense reform as the government does. This study analyzed the defense reform
of the two governments through the framework of the veto player theory, which explains
that the less different veto players’ opinions are, or the stronger the cohesiveness among
veto players is, the more difficult it is to change a government’s policies. This analysis
found that the Roh Moo-hyun government managed to have fewer veto players through its
political decision-making process, such as consultative meetings, which, in turn, narrowed
the gap in the players’ opinions on policies and lowered the level of their cohesiveness.
Meanwhile, the Lee Myung-bak government did not carry out any consultation process,
which brought no change to the number of veto players and their political gap, and kept
the level of their cohesiveness high. This study is meaningful in that it proved that the
factor of the success or failure of defense reform lies in the parliamentary political

process, which has been relatively neglected in previous studies.

Key Words : Defense Reform, Veto Player theory, Policy-Making Processes
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