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[ Abstract )

Research on democratization plans for eup, myeon, and dong:
Focusing on resident autonomy and local parties

Yoon Wang Hee

Resident autonomy is a practical plan to bring democracy closer to citizens. However,
in Korea, resident autonomy is still at a nascent level. This study begins by reflecting on
whether resident autonomy, which has been advocated to overcome the limitations of
group autonomy, has repeated the same failure while being trapped within the administrative
framework. With awareness of this problem, this study focuses on a new political project
called local party. In other words, the purpose of this study is to find ways to democratize
eup, myeon, and dongs centered on local political parties. Specifically, a multi-layered
structure is created in which residents' self-governance associations are established and
operated in eup, myeon, dong, and tongs and ri, respectively. Residents' self-governance
associations at the eup, myeon, and dong levels apply a cooperative model, and residents'
self-governance associations at the tong and ri level apply a general assembly type model.
Through this, democratization of eup, myeon, and dong will be possible only when

residents are reborn as subjects of politics rather than objects of administration.

Key Words : resident autonomy, local party, democracy, party politics
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