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BIAAIL, 202249 83 FAAYAAL] A4 2 49 FAHS WskE 33
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A FAF 71293 5. FA 2 vhof 2] 357 (YR 2022.03.26).
37) dlE B9, AR 71;«]‘3 ZA15-7] AAZA Y (KBS 2022.02.22).
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[ Abstract )

Enhancing Local Autonomy in South Korea :
A Reform Proposal on the Local Council Election System

Sun Choi * Hyun Kim

This study aims to conduct an in-depth assessment of the existing challenges within
South Korea's local council election system, with a particular focus on the issues
surrounding the size of local council and the electoral redistricting process. Our primary
objective is to suggest effective strategies for system enhancement that would reinforce
local autonomy—a fundamental principle of decentralized governance. Currently, the local
council election system in South Korea falls short of ensuring local autonomy, a
cornerstone of the decentralization framework. The present system lacks the means for
regions to independently determine their size of local council and constituency boundaries.
Rather, these decisions are centralized and imposed from higher administrative levels,
diminishing the participatory role of local communities. This top-down approach has led
to the unfortunate reduction of local politics to a mere proxy battleground for central
political agendas, excluding the active engagement of residents and compromising the
functionality of local representative systems. In light of these concerns, this study undertakes
an in-depth analysis of the determinants governing the size of local council and the
processes behind electoral redistricting. Subsequently, it offers a set of reform proposals
designed to bolster local autonomy and ensure a more democratic and inclusive local

governance structure.

Key Words : local council, election system, size of local council, electoral redistricting,

autonomy
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