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[ Abstract )

Correlation between Progressive/Conservative Debate
and Social Conflict in Korea: A Study on Transformation from
a Over—politicized Conflict Society to a Pluralistic Society

TaeKeon Kim * Young Ran Lee

Modern societies inherently contain various sources of conflict, but ideological conflicts
in Western countries have been weakening since globalization. However, ideological
conflicts in Korean society are intensifying. This study traces the background behind this
divergence. In European societies, politics historically evolved separately from other
domains, with politics being divided into left and right ideologies. Through competition,
compromise, and cooperation, politics were able to reduce ideological differences. The
welfare state and the 1968 movement further solidified this phenomenon, allowing for
diverse solutions to be explored in various domains independent of politics. In contrast, in
Korean society, progressive and conservative factions within the right-wing confront each
other politically, impeding free discussions in other domains. In other words, the
phenomenon of over-politicization on one side and political aversion on the other side is
emerging. This study argues that in order to overcome these problems, it is necessary,
first and foremost, to move away from the distinction between progressivism and
conservatism and to separate politics from other domains. Furthermore, it emphasizes the
establishment of modern consciousness, including individual self-reflection and a sense of

criticism.

Key Words : Progressive/Conservative Debate, Social Conflict, Over-Politicization,
Pluralistic Society, Modernity.

o =2FENY 1 20234 108 31 / =2aAEd 1 2023 118 13Y / AEY 1 20234 118 13Y

- 287 -






