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[ Abstract )

Comparing Perceptions of Taiwan in the Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping Eras:
Analysis of speeches by Chinese Presidents on the Taiwan issue

Junguo Liu * Kiwoong Yang

This paper focused on the analysis of the speeches by President Hu Jintao and President
Xi Jinping, published on the Haixia Feihong Zhongwén Wing (Straits Fly Rainbow
Chinese Network), a network media affiliated with China International Broadcasting,
primarily reporting on exchanges between mainland China and Taiwan. The speeches were
organized chronologically, spanning from President Hu Jintao's appearance in 2003 to the
end of President Xi Jinping's second term in 2022. The study conducted frequency
analysis and discourse analysis of these speeches.

The results of the analysis revealed that in the “frequency analysis,” President Hu
Jintao rarely used keywords like “unification,” “independence,” or ‘“division” in his
speeches. Instead, he frequently employed terms such as “peace,” “development,” “Chinese
culture,” and “compatriots.” In contrast, President Xi Jinping used keywords like
“unification,” “independence,” and “division,” especially during his second term, where
these terms appeared more frequently. Additionally, President Xi Jinping's speeches during
his second term contained fewer references to Taiwan, and included more assertive terms
like “not ruling out the use of force.”

Moreover, through “discourse analysis,” it became evident that President Hu Jintao
maintained a warm and cooperative attitude towards cross-strait relations during his tenure,
aiming for peaceful development. On the other hand, President Xi Jinping, particularly in
his second term, exhibited a more cold and confrontational approach in his speeches
related to Taiwan.

In conclusion, this comparative analysis of the speeches by Presidents Hu Jintao and Xi

Jinping sheds light on their evolving perceptions and policy priorities regarding Taiwan
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during their respective leadership periods.

Key Words : President, Taiwan, Speech, Frequency Survey, Discourse Analysis, China
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