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[ Abstract )

The Kishida government's strategy toward North Korea
and North Korea—Japan relations

Lee, Ki-wan * Yeo, Hyun—chul

This study analyzes the Kishida government's strategy toward North Korea in three
aspects: security, diplomatic, and political approach, and through this, identifies the
limitations of Japan's approach to North Korea and the possibility of changing North
Korea-Japan relations. Based on the policies of the Abe and Suga cabinets, the Kishida
government's strategy is to pursue normalization of diplomatic relations after resolving the
Japanese abduction issue and North Korea's nuclear and missile issues.

The Kishida government presents three goals to be solved through access to North
Korea. First, through a security approach, the security threats arising from North Korea's
advancement of nuclear capabilities and possession of various types of ballistic missiles
are resolved. Second, it is a diplomatic approach to solving the abduction of Japanese
people and expanding political influence through diplomatic relations between North Korea
and Japan. Third, a political approach is to use the kidnapping issue as an election
strategy to secure support for the government and the Liberal Democratic Party.

However, the problem is that the first (security issue) and second (diplomatic issue) of
the Kishida government's strategies toward North Korea are in conflict with each other, so
it is unlikely to be resolved and realized at this point. This is where the Kishida

government's North Korea policy dilemma lies.

Key Words : Kishida, North Korea-Japan relations, security threat, Japanese kidnapping,
election strategy
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