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[ Abstract )

Revisiting " Le Maitre Ignorant; .
Knowledge, Liberation, and the Political Subject

Joo—Won Park

This article is a careful investigation of Ranciére’s "Le Maitre Ignorants, which has
been primarily discussed in the education literature for its academic understanding, to
reinterpret his text as a problem of political subjectivation. This work demonstrates that
building universal knowledge as described in "Le Maitre Ignorant; is not merely a part
of epistemology but rather a practice of ‘volition’ that stems from contingent yet specific
socio-political contexts and phases. In particular, this article proposes "Le Maitre Ignorant
(1987); as the theoretical bridge between "La nuit des prolétaires (1981); and "Aux bords
du politique (1990), and elucidates its implication within this association.

A thorough review of "Le Maitre Ignorant; suggests that developing one’s subjectivity
within the capability of knowing is made possible in spontaneous conflicts with the existing
order or systems. In other words, emancipation from knowledge arises in resistance to
social norms that an individual stands against, with the volition to live and dream in a
completely different way, and therefore can be triggered, built and run in the course of
interacting to the current systems and contexts of the society, All these cues, in turn,
involve "Le Maitre Ignorants with political conversations.

Interpreting knowledge as a course of enlightenment hardly changes in a society.
However, if, as Ranciére suggests, the educational practice lies not in the process of
knowing to pursue the universal truth but in resistance to the socially established notion,
order, standards, and norms implied in the unforeseen situations and contexts that one
encounters, and further in a dream of a completely different order and relation, ‘Le
Maitre Ignorant’ is above all a person who invokes the political practice. The mentor to

the younger generations of our society, as described in Ranciére’s book, must be someone
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who guides them to speculate upon their lives again, encourages their volition and bravery
to refuse the social norms pervasive in routines, such as law and order, and respects their

desire to reshape their lives as a unique value.

Key Words : J. Ranciére, Le Maitre Ignorant, knowledge, emancipation, subjectivation,

volition, contingent practice
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