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[ Abstract )

A study on the Power Firming Process of North Korea's Supreme Leader :
Focusing on the Purge

Kwon, Ji Min

During the three-generation hereditary succession system from Kim Il-sung to Kim
Jong-il and Kim Jong-un, North Korea has employed purges as a means to consolidate
power and institutionalize dictatorship. This study aims not only to view purges as mere
political tools but also to categorize the scope of purges by analyzing the forms of purges
under the three dictators, thereby reinterpreting purges in the context of North Korea.
Purges can be broadly categorized into those targeting opposition forces against the
regime, those opposing the leader, and those expanded to include forces significant
enough to influence the leader. Such categorization could also be applicable to other
socialist regime countries. Furthermore, this study proves the significance of Kim
Jong-un's purges, often referred to as “politics of fear” in the early stages of his reign, as
not solely his autocratic behavior but as a universal phenomenon spanning from the

regimes of Kim Il-sung to Kim Jong-il.

Key Words : Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il, Kim Jong-un, Purge, Consolidation of Power
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