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[ Abstract )

Reassessment of the Political and Military Significance
of the Battle of Yeongcheon

Park, Donghui

This research aims to reevaluate the military significance of the Battle of Yeongcheon,
a major engagement during the early stages of the Korean War along the Nakdong River
Defense Line. The battle, which occurred from September 5 to 13, 1950, has traditionally
been described and focused on intensively around the city of Yeongcheon. However, this
study seeks to expand the scope of the battle beyond the city limits to encompass three
distinct engagements within the Yeongcheon area in order to reassess its political and
military significance. Comprising battles near Bohyunsan, Sinnyeong, and within Yeongcheon
city itself, the Battle of Yeongcheon is interconnected, and a comprehensive analysis is
essential for a clear understanding of the military triumph of the ROK army in Yeongcheon.
However, since the 2000s, the military importance of the Battle of Yeongcheon has been
distorted by sensational and unsubstantiated claims such as “the New Korea Plan.”
Therefore, this study examines the origins of the historical distortion issue created by the
New Korea Plan and investigates the exile government plans devised by the U.S. during
the Korean War to demonstrate that the U.S. did not devise the New Korea Plan during
the Battle of Yeongcheon. These efforts are expected to contribute to a clearer understanding
of the intrinsic military significance of the Battle of Yeongcheon, which consists of three
distinct phases.

Key Words : the Korean War, Battle of Yeongcheon, Battle of Sinnyeong, Battle of
Bohyunsan, New Korea Plan
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