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[ Abstract ]

Japan's North Korea Policy: The Abduction Issue and Abe's Trilemma

Woo Jun Hee

How the abduction issue has evolved in Japan? This study starts from the assumption
that the Japanese government's policy response to the abduction issue since the second
Abe cabinet has created a trilemma in Japan's current North Korea policy. This study
compares and analyzes the domestic political process surrounding the abduction issue
before and after the second Abe cabinet, and seeks to identify the domestic political
factors that influenced the Abe cabinet's political choices. Through comparison and
analysis of each period, this study argues that the Abe's policy responses have created a
diplomatic trilemma in which it cannot simultaneously achieve three goals: establishing a
bilateral diplomatic channel with North Korea, rallying domestic support for the abduction

issue, and coordinating with allies to address the abduction issue.

Key Words : Abduction Issues, Japan’s North Korea Policy, North Korea-Japan Relations,

The Abe Administration, Trilemma
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