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[ Abstract ]

Civic Education in the Age of Populism
: Agonistic Approach to Civic Education and ‘Common Affection’

Kim, Hyun

This paper seeks to assess the current state of populism in South Korea and propose an
alternative approach to civic education, along with specific classroom debate models, to
prevent the rise of extreme populism in the future. Liberal democracies around the world
are currently facing dysfunction, with the rise of populism serving as one of its key
symptoms, and South Korea is not immune to this phenomenon. In response, this study
advocates for civic education that takes into account the emotional dimension of the people.
Specifically, it presents an agonistic educational approach that recognizes competing
sentiments while fostering common affection to help ‘tame’ public sentiments. This paper
also conducts a critical analysis of the debate model developed by the Beutelsbach Study
Group for use in elementary, middle, and high schools, as well as the debate model
adapted by the author for university-level instruction, and propses refinements to enhance

these educational strategies.

Key Words : populism, civic education, agonistic educational approach, common affection
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