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[ Abstract ]

A Study on the Evolution of Presidential Veto Power in South Korea
. From Exceptional Politics to Normal Politics

Choi, Sun - Kim, Bi Ho

President Yoon Suk Yeol exercised his 21st legislative veto just 2 years and 3 months
into his term, accounting for more than half of the 37 vetoes issued since the democratization
in 1987. This marks a significant shift towards a more active and frequent use of the
presidential veto power. This study aims to enhance understanding of this phenomenon by
reviewing theories and issues related to vetoes, analyzing the evolution and current status
of veto and reconsideration of National Assembly systems in Korea, and comparing them
with the systems and practices of major presidential systems, including the United States.
The analysis reveals that in major presidential systems like the United States, the presidential
veto has been actively used as a legislative tool, especially in politically divided government
situations where the president’s party does not control the legislature. In Korea, where
divided government frequently occurs, the confrontation between the two main parties
intensifies, and the opposition parties often hold an overwhelming majority in the National
Assembly, the presidential veto is becoming a normal political phenomenon rather than an
exceptional one. To ensure checks and balances, it is necessary to consider alternatives
such as (1) establishing more specific regulations on the exercise of veto power or
enabling more cautious use of the veto by the president, (2) strengthening the legislative
power and response capabilities of the National Assembly, and (3) reducing the frequency

of situations that lead to the frequent use of the veto power.

Key Words : president, veto power, quorum, exceptional politics, normal politics
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