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[ Abstract )

Changes in North Korea's unification policy
through the concept of ‘Hostile Two—States Theory’

Kwon, Sook—Do

Until now, Inter-Korean relations have been recognized as a “special relationship aimed
at unification” between the two sides based on the 1991 "Basic Inter-Korean Agreement;.
However, as North Korea officially declared the ‘Hostile Two-States Theory’, Inter-Korean
relations have faced a fundamental change.

North Korea has turned to an aggressive South Korea-unification policy based on its
own assessment of the history of inter-Korean relations through the declaration of the
‘Hostile Two-States’. In particular, by declaring that Inter-Korean relations are not ‘relatives’
or ‘national relations’, the essential meaning of unification, which has been based on the
concept of nationality, has been rendered meaningless. Additionally, the foundation for
Inter-Korean dialogue, which had been maintained so far, has been dismantled by the
abolition of various organizations and laws.

We need to respond more carefully in that North Korea’s unification policy shift to the
‘Hostile Two-States’ declaration is contrary to the Constitution of the Republic of Korea
and the 'Basic Inter-Korean Agreement;. What we need now is to reset relations with
North Korea based on the national concept and further expand the social public sphere

for unification.

Key Words : North Korea’s unification policy, Kim Jong-un’s unification policy, North
Korea’s unification policy shift, Hostile Two-States Theory
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