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[ Abstract )

Why Do Kim Jong—un and Xi Jinping Invoke ‘Patriotic Youth'?
. A Comparative Study of Patriotic Education in North Korea and China

Bomin, Kim

The regimes of Kim Jong-un and Xi Jinping have focused on strengthening regime
cohesion through patriotic education. The patriotic ideologies developed in North Korea
and China, which followed similar processes, share commonalities in that they were both
invoked during the periods of Kim Jong-un and Xi Jinping. Kim Jong-un espoused Kim
Jong-il’s Patriotism, while Xi Jinping advocated for the Ideology of Patriotism in the New
Era. This study, adopting a comparative socialist perspective, structures the threats and
responses to China’s patriotic education in the new era and uses this framework to
conduct a comparative analysis of North Korea’s patriotic education.

The common threats to both China’s new era patriotic education and North Korea’s
patriotic education include the weakening of socialist consciousness among the younger
generation due to Western influences, the erosion of the youth’s sense of agency, and the
formalistic nature of existing patriotic education methods. In response to these threats,
both North Korea and China have implemented measures at the state level, including
legalization, innovations in educational content and methods, and the promotion of patriotism
in students' daily lives through family and community involvement. A key difference in
governance is evident between the two countries, with China focusing more on educating
patriotism and North Korea placing greater emphasis on controlling the youth, which is

interpreted as a reflection of their respective national priorities.

Key Words : Patriotic education, North Korean youth, Chinese youth, Ideology of

Patriotism in the New Era, Kim Jong-il’s Patriotism
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