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[ Abstract )

Institutional Effects of the Policy Support Officer System Based on
Legislative Activity Performance
. Focusing on the Gyeongsangbuk—do Provincial Council

Gyeong Il Kim * Jeong Do Kim

This study analyzes the effectiveness of the Policy Support Officer system, introduced
in 2022 to support the legislative activities of local council members, with a focus on
legislative activity performance. The study's findings are summarized as follows: First,
ordinance proposals significantly increased following the introduction of the Policy Support
Officer system, with numerous first-of-their-kind ordinances tailored to the unique
conditions and realities of Gyeongsangbuk-do. However, the increase in ordinances also
revealed side effects, such as the rise of delegated legislation by the executive branch.
Second, administrative affairs audit saw a marked rise in the number of corrective
measures, recommendations, and petitions, demonstrating an enhanced focus on field-based
auditing and more diversified audit methods. Third, no notable quantitative changes were
observed in budget reviews or provincial policy inquiries. Lastly, document submission
requests have become highly active, and this is expected to strengthen the deliberative
functions of local councils and improve the effectiveness of oversight over the executive
branch in the future. Overall, the introduction of the Policy Support Officer system has
been evaluated as contributing to the improved legislative performance of Gyeongsangbuk-do
Provincial Council members, while also enhancing the council's capabilities and expertise.
However, this study has limitations as it focuses exclusively on the Gyeongsangbuk-do
Provincial Council and analyzes the initial phase of the system's implementation. Thus,
the results cannot be generalized to reflect the effectiveness of the Policy Support Officer

system across all metropolitan and provincial councils in South Korea.
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