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[ Abstract ]

Reconstructing the Enlightenment Party’s wealth Joseon policy
in the open port period : Focusing on the theory
of governing roads, hygiene, agriculture, and discipline

Dongtaek Kim

This study aims to comprehensively examine how the Gaehwapa (i.e., Enlightenment
Party) sought to implement concrete changes within the broader framework of its grand
project of “civilization and enlightenment.” In this paper, I describe Gaehwapa’s theory of
civilization and enlightenment as the theory of wealth (&[Bdi#) and focus on Chido (A1,
governance/order) as the central idea. By doing so, this study reveals not only the ideals
and intentions of the Gachwapa but also the specific institutional, regulatory, legal, and
customary changes that reformed the society during this period.

Previous studies interpret Gachwapa’s pursuits from a macro perspective, focusing on
the political systems and ideologies they advocated, the political dynamics and relationships
between various factions, or specific fields that emerged during this period. In contrast,
this study seeks to address an integrative question: how was chido, a specific form of
change, materialized into policies and structured through norms and regulatory power
among the people of the time? In doing so, it brings the issue of power—central to the
discipline of political science—into focus.

To this end, this paper concentrates on Chido Yagron (J5:EM&:#) and Chido Gyuchik
((AEHAN, first proposed by Kim Ok-gyun, and the subsequent discussions of chido by
Park Young-hyo in the Geonbaekseo (#F17). In the civilization strategy of the Gaehwapa,
chido emerged as a symbolic term. Chido theory ({Aifsm) is by design a theory of
national wealth and a theory of power. The significance of the Gaehwapa’s chido theory
lies in the fact that they identified urgent issues, such as public hygiene, agricultural and

industrial development, and road maintenance, that needed to be addressed immediately to



KRPG R G (R3320

achieve civilization and enlightenment.

However, from a social scientific perspective, a more critical aspect in the formation of
a civilized political authority was their search for institutionalized legal mechanisms of
surveillance and persuasion, such as night patrols and policing. Whether voluntary or
coercive, chido would have been impossible without internalized discipline and principles
among the population. Discipline was essential to enforce and persuade. Therefore,
producing disciplined citizens—creating subjects (K<) or, in a broader sense, a Korean
nation (nation-building)—appears to have been the strategic goal of chido theory at that
time.

In this regard, chido theory should not be confined, as some existing studies suggest, to
simple concerns with sanitation, commercial revitalization, or urban planning. Instead, it
should be understood more comprehensively as a political and strategic blueprint conceived

by the Gaehwapa for achieving civilization, enlightenment, and national wealth.

Key Words : Enlightenment Party, Chido Thoery(iA:1&5), Wealth Jeoson, Governing
Roads, Hygiene, Agriculture, Discipline Power

o
ton

12025 48 279 | =RHAMEY 1 2025¢ 53 12% / AHEEY 1 2025H 5 12Y

7
i
=l
|l

]



