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[ Abstract )

The Influence of Government Type on Political Polarization
. Case Studies from 6 Countries in Asia

Young Hwan Park

The article focuses on democratic backsliding, which is related to political polarization.
The paper examines the impact of government type on political polarization, considering
the party system as an exogenous variable in this relationship. The study systematically
analyzes the influence of government type on political polarization using case studies of 6
Asian countries, each exhibiting varying levels of political polarization under different
political conditions. The case study results indicate that semi-presidential systems exhibit
the lowest levels of political polarization. From the perspective of institutional characteristics,
the flexibility of semi-presidential systems to adjust power structures and decision-making
processes according to political circumstances appears to be associated with lower levels
of polarization. In South Korea, where political polarization is intensifying, conflicts between
government institutions have become commonplace, contributing to democratic regression.
It is necessary to remove institutional conditions that exacerbate these conflicts through
constitutional design. In this regard, the case analysis of government types and political
polarization presented in this paper can offer alternatives for improving power structure

institutions in Korea.

Key Words : Government Type, Political Polarization, Party System, Asia, Constitutional
Design
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