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[ Abstract )

Perceptions of Electoral Integrity in the 2025 Korean Presidential Election
. Political Polarization and the Crisis of Institutional Trust

Lim, Sunghack

This study empirically analyzes the determinants of electoral integrity perceptions
among Korean voters in the context of the 2025 early presidential election following
President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment. Using hierarchical logistic regression analysis on
1,101 respondents, the study finds that trust in the National Election Commission (NEC)
is the most powerful predictor of election fraud perceptions. Distrust in the NEC increases
fraud perceptions by 5.8 times, while People Power Party supporters show 4.1 times higher
fraud perceptions compared to Democratic Party supporters. A significant generational gap
emerges, with voters in their 60s showing approximately 70% lower fraud perceptions
than young adults. Notably, even moderate voters exhibit elevated fraud perceptions,
indicating widespread discourse diffusion beyond partisan lines. The findings demonstrate
that enhancing electoral management body credibility is paramount for democratic legitimacy,
as fraud allegations were used to justify extraordinary measures including martial law

declarations.

Key Words : Electoral Integrity, Institutional Trust, Political Polarization, Election

Management Body, Election Fraud Perception
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