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[ Abstract )

Why did the two major Korean parties converge
in their candidate selection methods?
. Focusing on the presidential candidate selection method

Yoon, Wanghee

The primary election rules for the 21% presidential candidates of the two parties have
become the same: the results are calculated by adding up ‘50% of the votes of the party
members (responsible party members) + 50% of the general public opinion poll’, and if
no candidate receives a majority of the votes, a runoff election is held. This paper
analyzes why the primary election rules have converged again at this point in time after
the two parties first introduced the semi-open primary in the 16™ presidential primary 23
years ago and have continued to develop their systems differently. The results of the
analysis show that the two major parties in Korea are located in a common environment
of ‘party member direct democracy’ and ‘the phenomenon of the personalization of politics’,
and this ultimately served as a structural factor that brought about the convergence of the
primary election system for the 2025 presidential election. In addition, the special
situational factor of the ‘presidential by-election’ served as a catalyst that further
strengthened the operation of the structural factor. As the two-party system in Korea is
becoming more and more fixed, the convergence of the primary system of the two parties
will have a very big impact on the entire Korean politics. If the candidate selection
method of the two major parties goes down the path of downward standardization, it will
be difficult to expect the development of Korean democracy. Therefore, party politics
should be reconstructed so that an institutional and practical environment in which party

politics can function normally can be established.
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