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[ Abstract )

Examining the limits balanced development
of the Army, Navy, and Air Force of the Korean military

Cho, Jaewook

It has been about 20 years since our government pursued defense reform centered on
balanced development of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. However, balanced development
of the Army, Navy, and Air Force has been drifting or progressing very slowly. The
completion of balanced reform of the Army, Navy, and Air Force has been repeatedly
delayed, and resistance to reform has also continued. As a result, the driving force for
reform has weakened, and as a result, balanced development of the Army, Navy, and Air
Force has shown some improvement, but not at the level of reform. The biggest reason
why balanced development of the Army, Navy, and Air Force has not been properly
implemented is closely related to ‘vested interest politics in the Army organization.’
Therefore, in order to promote balanced development of the Army, Navy, and Air Force,
‘reducing the size of the Army,” which has been dominated by vested interests, is a key
variable. To this end, at least the regulations on balanced organization of the Army,
Navy, and Air Force stipulated in Articles 29 and 30 of the ‘Act on Defense Reform’
must be thoroughly observed, and along with the introduction of rotational positions of
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the civilianization of the Ministry of National
Defense must be strengthened. Based on this, it is necessary to adjust the number of

generals in the Army, Navy, and Air Force in a balanced manner.

Key Words : Korean military, Balanced development of the Army, Navy, and Air Force,
Jointness, Defense Reform, Defense Reform 2020, Defense Reform 2.0
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