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[ Abstract )

Political Dynamics and Prospects of International Conflicts
and Cooperation over Sanctions Against North Korea

Lee, Kiwan * Chae, Sulan

This paper analyzes the political dynamics of international conflicts and cooperation
over sanctions against North Korea from the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution
1695 on July 15, 2006 to the release of the first report by the Multinational Sanctions
Monitoring Team on May 29, 2025. In particular, we investigate the factors that allowed
North Korea's nuclear capabilities to advance despite long-term sanctions, focusing on
China and Russia's perceptions of sanctions and political considerations.

As a result of the analysis, China and Russia used a “strategic ambiguity” strategy that
“reluctantly” participated in UN Security Council sanctions against North Korea while also
implementing selective sanctions, considering relations with North Korea from the launch
of Daepodong missiles in July 2006 to the launch of intercontinental ballistic missiles in
November 2017. However, since 2018, China and Russia have prioritized only the changing
international situation and political interests, abandoning the goal of preventing horizontal
nuclear proliferation by North Korea. They have also been neutralizing UN Security Council
sanctions against North Korea through methods such as non-implementation of sanctions,
disbandment of the expert panels, and military cooperation. This trend between China and
Russia is expected to continue until the Russia-Ukraine war ends in a way favorable to

Russia, and until the U.S. policy of containment against China is relaxed in China's case.

Key Words : Sanctions against North Korea, UN Security Council sanctions on North
Korea, Independent sanctions against North Korea, Expert Panel,

Multinational Sanctions Monitoring Team
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