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[ Abstract )

Did Subscribing to Political YouTube Channels Promote Participation
in Pro— and Anti—-Impeachment Rallies Against
Former President Yoon Suk—yeol?: Focusing on Rally Participants

Do, Myoyuen

This study analyzed the effect of subscribing to political YouTube channels on the
intensity of participation in pro- and anti-impeachment Rallies that emerged following the
December 3 martial law declaration. The purpose of the study was to identify the
characteristics of participants in both types of rallies and to assess the influence of political
YouTube channels, which have become a new medium for political mobilization. The
analysis was limited to rally participants and individual political YouTube channels.

The key findings are as follows. First, subscriptions to political YouTube channels
increased participation in both pro- and anti-impeachment rallies. Moreover, the influence
of subscriptions to conservative channels was stronger than that of progressive channels,
indicating that conservative political YouTubers had greater mobilization power than their
progressive counterparts. Second, the effects of the control variables did not appear in
socioeconomic factors and differed between the two rallies. Negative sentiments toward
either the Democratic Party of Korea or the People Power Party, as well as regular political
association activities and offline political participation, were significant in both rallies.
Conversely, ideological orientation was significant only in the pro-impeachment Rallies rally,
while the effect of anger related to the impeachment issue was evident only in the anti-
impeachment Rallies rally. These results empirically demonstrate the mobilizing power of

political YouTube channels in facilitating protest participation, alongside political associations.

Key Words : political YouTube subscription, pro- and anti-impeachment rallies, protest

participation, political mobilization, fandom.
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