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[ Abstract )

Who Supports Economic Openness?
Economic Insecurity, Import Competition,
and Attitudes toward Economic Openness in South Korea

Kim, HyunKyoung

This article examines whether economic insecurity structures attitudes toward trade and
economic openness in South Korea. It conceptualizes economic insecurity as the key
mechanism and uses individuals’ industry-level exposure to import competition as a proxy.
Using data from the Korean General Social Survey, the study analyzes four dimensions of
attitudes: support for import restrictions, perceptions of free trade, attitudes toward
multinational corporations, and attitudes toward immigrants. The results show that
individuals employed in sectors more exposed to import competition consistently exhibit
more negative attitudes across all dimensions. These findings suggest that attitudes toward
economic openness are systematically shaped by economic positions and globalization-
induced risks. By providing individual-level evidence from South Korea, this study

contributes to the literature on trade politics and economic insecurity.

Key Words : economic insecurity, competition, trade attitudes, globalization, IPE
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