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[ Abstract )

South Korea's Foreign Policy Choices amid the Transition in U.S, Grand
Strategy: A Composite Equilibrium Model of Strategic Autonomy

Park, YongSoo

This study examines how the ongoing transition in U.S. grand strategy is reshaping
South Korea’s strategic choice environment and proposes a Composite Equilibrium Model
of Strategic Autonomy as an analytical framework to address this shift. The 2025 U.S.
National Security Strategy reconceptualizes strategy as a process of prioritization rather
than linear choice, transforming alliances from automatic military guarantees into contract-
based arrangements centered on functional alignment and differentiated contributions
through the institutionalization of economic security and burden-sharing networks. This
transformation renders linear logics of alliance deepening versus hedging increasingly
inadequate and instead raises the question of how strategic autonomy can be formed and
managed through the calibrated adjustment and combination of alliance and hedging.
While existing studies have examined alliances, hedging, and strategic autonomy separately,
they have not sufficiently explained how these elements are jointly adjusted within the
same constraint environment as alliances evolve into multi-domain strategic platforms. This
study reconceptualizes alliance and hedging as interdependent, policy-managed variables
and defines strategic autonomy as a process-based outcome that accumulates over time
through their calibrated interaction under structural constraints. By doing so, it reframes
South Korea’s foreign policy amid U.S. grand strategy transition not as a matter of strategic

selection but of continuous adjustment and management.

Key Words : U.S. grand strategy, ROK-U.S. alliance, hedging strategy, hedging-alliance

adjustment, strategic autonomy
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