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[ Abstract )

YouTube and Partisan Division
. Focusing on the Political YouTube Channels

Chang, WooYoung * Song, KyongJae

This study analyzes the impact of online platforms on partisan divisions within the
political party, using the Democratic Party of Korea as a case study. First, it examines
the current state of internal party conflict and its challenges through media coverage
analysis, followed by an analysis of the intervention of YouTube current affairs and politics
channels. Specifically, this study examined YouTube current affairs and politics channels
and videos covering the internal conflict within the Democratic Party after the 20th
presidential election, identifying the following characteristics and phenomena of internal
party rifts, often referred to as polarization.

First, YouTube current affairs and politics channels establish partisan channels at the
internal and external boundaries of the party, leading agenda setting and public opinion
formation from the perspective of specific factions within the party. In particular, hardline
current affairs and politics channels supporting the mainstream factions of the two major
parties vertically structure the YouTube political public sphere ecosystem. Second, YouTube
current affairs and politics channels operate as quasi-journalistic mechanisms, spearheading
factionalism by defending the vested interests of the mainstream factions and suppressing
non-mainstream voices through hate speech and divisive expressions, thereby undermining
party politics. Third, we must institutionalize market accountability and self-regulation to
establish a foundation for rational public opinion. In particular, a reciprocal perspective

that conforms to international standards is required in regulatory policy.

Key Words : Echo Chamber, Filter Bubbles, Political Polarization, Political YouTube,

Selective Exposure
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