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[ Abstract )

A Comparative Analysis of Power Succession Models and
Regime Durability in Authoritarian Regimes: Focusing
on the Cases of North Korea, China, Cuba, and Iran

Kwon, JiMin + Gu, BonYun * Jung, HoKyung

Modern authoritarian regimes have demonstrated remarkable regime stability without
collapsing, despite the pressures of global democratization and various internal and external
crises. This study aims to identify how authoritarian states have evolved regime defense
mechanisms to control uncertainty during periods of succession and prolong regime durability.
To this end, this study selected and cross-analyzed four countries—North Korea, Cuba,
China, and Iran—each with distinct historical trajectories and ideologies.

The case analysis reveals that the survival of authoritarian regimes shows stark differences
depending on the level of succession institutionalization and the sources of legitimacy,
demonstrating continuous adaptive evolution. First, North Korea has bound its elite class
into a vital “community of fate” through vertical dynastic succession. Second, Cuba navigated
the potential collapse of one-man rule by combining horizontal fraternal succession within
the first generation of the revolution—from Fidel to Raul Castro—with the military's
monopoly on economic rents, ultimately presenting a successful transitional model that
soft-landed into a bureaucratic collective leadership system. Third, the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) previously maximized its durability by establishing predictable intra-party
succession norms based on power-sharing among factions and meritocracy; however, these
succession rules have been dismantled with the recent regression to Xi Jinping's one-man
rule. Fourth, Iran has maintained a dual power structure through theocratic designation
based on the Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih) and economic collusion

with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). Nevertheless, amid the uncontrollable



external shock of the 2026 US-Iran War, it lost its existing norms and rapidly regressed
to a military-led ‘“hereditary succession,” demonstrating how a regime turns violently
repressive when its ideology becomes alienated from a secularizing public.

By synthesizing the comparative analysis of these four countries, this study derives an
“Authoritarian Succession-Durability Multi-Model” that explains the survival dynamics of
modern authoritarianism. This research holds significant value in expanding the boundaries
of comparative politics by identifying the evolving repressive paradigms of authoritarian

regimes.

Key Words : Power Succession, Authoritarian Durability, North Korea, Iran, China
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