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[ Abstract )

A Thesis for Redefining the Concept of Korean National Interest

Joo, JangHwan

In South Korea, a system where political parties pursuing different ideologies and
policies can come to power, are the national interests advocated by the different ruling
parties the same or different? If they are the same, it is illogical. If they are different, it
is unclear what their true nature is. This article is designed to address the second issue.
More specifically, it aims to establish a theoretical foundation for redefining South Korea's
national interest.

This article seeks to secure the necessary conditions for redefining South Korea's national
interest through a three-step process. The first step is to organize the meta-theoretical
issues surrounding national interest to determine the direction of redefinition and to specify
the characteristics of the concept of national interest that this article seeks to establish.
This step is primarily addressed in Chapter 2. Building on the fundamental view of
national interest outlined in Chapter 2, Chapter 3 proceeds with the second and third
steps: conceptualization and typification. This paper is based on the view that these two
conceptualizations and typologies serve as bridges through which specific concepts, or
ideal types, can interact with real-world cases. Therefore, conceptualization establishes the
coordinate axes, or attribute space, on which the object of analysis is located, while
typology is understood as the process of reconstructing this attribute space through
combinations of attributes. Accordingly, through a critical review of representative existing
conceptualizations and typologies of national interests, this paper selects and presents an
optimized model for redefining Korea's national interests, namely the two-dimensional
eight-variable method.

The conclusion summarizes the discussion and arguments of this paper and draws out

their implications. Furthermore, it formalizes specific tasks for future research related to
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redefining Korea's national interests.

Key Words : South Korea, national interest, redefinition, conceptualization, typology,

two-dimensional eight-variable method
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