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[ Abstract )

An Analysis of North Korea's Future Warfare Strategy Formation
and Military Innovation Implementation Structure under Kim Jong Un
: Focusing on the Application of Complex Geopolitics and Network State Theory

Moon, Jangkwon

This study aims to analyze the formation of North Korea’s future warfare strategy and
the implementation structure of its military innovation under Kim Jong Un through a
reinterpretation of complex geopolitics and network state theory, and to propose policy
responses based on the findings. The analysis demonstrates that North Korea’s military
innovation operates through the interaction of three analytical dimensions: strategic
environment perception, a Party-centered vertically integrated policy implementation
structure, and a closed international network structure. North Korea is expanding the
domains of future warfare into space, cyberspace, and unmanned systems while advancing
the operationalization of its nuclear and strategic weapons, linking these efforts to research
and development, production, testing, and force deployment through a Party-centered policy
implementation structure. It also supplements its technological capabilities, components,
information, and battlefield experience through selective linkages with China and Russia
within a closed international network structure. These findings indicate that North Korea’s
military innovation unfolds as a sequential process of ‘strategic environment perception—
internal policy implementation—selective linkage of external resources—development of
future warfare capabilities’. Accordingly, this study proposes three policy responses for the
Republic of Korea: establishing a Future Warfare Strategic Environment Early Warning
System, a Korean Integrated Military Innovation Monitoring System, and a Military
Technology Linkage Tracking and Non-Proliferation System focusing on North Korea’s
military-technology linkages with China and Russia.
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