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[ Abstract )

Types and Conditions of Uncontested Municipal Council Elections
in South Korea’s 9" Nationwide Local Elections: District Magnitude,
Local Partisan Environment, Nomination Structure, and Candidate Entry

Jung, Sungeun

This study examines all 1,038 municipal council electoral districts in South Korea’s 9th
nationwide local elections. Of 142 uncontested districts, 84.5% were split allocations rather
than single-party sweeps, and most occurred in two-seat districts. Sweeps were concentrated
where the two major parties’ vote-share gap was large, while split allocations were more
common in relatively balanced areas. In 141 uncontested districts, the combined number
of major-party nominees equaled district magnitude and no non-major-party candidate
entered. By contrast, all 299 districts with the same nomination structure but non-major-
party entry were contested, and such candidates won seats in 38.1% of them. The
findings show that uncontested elections reflect how district magnitude, partisan context,

nominations, and candidate entry shape candidate supply.

Key Words : Uncontested Elections, Municipal Council Elections, District Magnitude,
Nomination Structure, Non-Major-Party Candidate Entry
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