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[ Abstract )

Chinese International Students” Perceptions
of the Unification Environment on the Korean Peninsula
and Implications for Unification Education

Zhao, Xiao * Lee, Kiwan

This paper analyzes the limitations of and challenges for global unification education
through a survey analysis of how Chinese international students perceive the unification
environment on the Korean Peninsula. Drawing on an online survey of 45 Chinese students
enrolled in Korean universities, the study employs descriptive statistics and a categorical
analysis of open-ended responses, yielding three main findings.

First, respondents expressed a moderate level of agreement on the long-term necessity
of unification while assessing its short-term feasibility as low. Second, they tended to
interpret the unification issue not as an inter-Korean national question but from an
international-political perspective closely tied to the East Asian regional order. Third,
respondents evaluated unification education currently offered at Korean universities as
insufficiently reflecting the linguistic and cultural backgrounds and political viewpoints of
Chinese students, underscoring the need to move beyond domestically oriented approaches
and to strengthen global unification education aimed at building international support for
Korean unification.

Although limited by its small non-probability sample, this study is significant in that it
positions Chinese international students as new learners of unification education and raises
the need to restructure both its content and its pedagogical methods. Given China’s indirect
yet substantial stake in the question of Korean unification, an accurate understanding of
the information environment and Chinese students’ perceptions of unification can provide

an important basis for designing more effective global unification education.
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